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Baby-sitters: You can find them on Web

Max Beerman, 4, and Nate, 2, laugh
and play with their babysitter,

Vanessa Fox, center and their mom,

Angie Beerman in Deerfield.

Angie Beerman gets some work
done while Vanessa Fox babysits
Beerman's sons, Max, 4, and Nate,
2,and their friend Sam Colwyn, 3,
in Deerfield.

Pop quiz: Wha single phrase makes the blood of a
movie, Ravinia, or Cubsboundparent run cold?

"Thesditter canceled.”
Alternae ansver?

"l can'tfindasitter.”

Jokes aside thetribulationsof finding a baby-
ditter are very real for north subutban parents.

For onething, the days of phoning your
neighbots 10th grader a day before your socal
engagement, paying her (or him) $10anight, plus
sodaand chips arelonggone Inthenorth
subuibs houtly baby-sitting rates generaly range
between $10and $20.

For another, moden parents want more from
gitters, congderably more than geting thelittle
onesinto ther pgamas, checking them
periodicaly during breaksin "Log" and keeping
the emergency phonenunber handy.

And says Debbie Meyer, afamily and consumer
science teacher at Skokie's Niles North High
School, teenagers who baby-sat regularly in grade
school and now have driverslicenses want more
regular jobs

Still, it's possible to find qudity sittersin the north sububan areas, say parents who have
used word of mouth, creative coopeatives and theInternet -- the power tool of the214

century -- to do so.



Security isoneissue in today'sworld. If parents can't turn to ther own parents or other
relatives for gitter relief, if they don'thave friendswhose own sitters are available, they
are often wary of accepting someonethroughother channds.

"Trug ismy main conaern,” Deerfield mom Angie Beerman said. "Any timeyou get a
baby-sitter who'snotreferred by your friendsor family, youworry." For Beerman, the
answer was Sitter city.com, an onlinesitter daabank and service provider.

Online services

Genevieve Thiers, fourder of Bogon-bom and Chicago-headquatered Sitter city.com,
oneof thelargest and oldest Internet-based sitter services, says mobility is onereason
parents will turn to aservice like hers: "Americas families have become increasingly
trangent. When they get to anew city (parents) often don'tknow whereto turn. Tha's
when they cometo us”

Sittercity was foundel in 2001by Thiers, who joked recently that as theoldest of seven
siblings "I'm a baby-sitter because it'sin my blood"

Theidea behind Sittercity.com E issimple. Clients pay an annud fee for access to a data
bank of care giversin thar area

For ingance, Sittercity charges between $8 and $10 monthly depending on whether
clients start with a $40first-month payment, or choos a onetime annud charge of $96

EC are-givers pay nothing to list in the data bank, and the service charges don'tindude
wha paents pay thesitters they find.

At Sittercity parents and sitters create online profiles; parents can get references from
sitter profiles and follow a four-step screening process to find the person they eventudly
hire. Both sitters and parents can get backgroundchecks, read and pod reviews, among
other possibilities.

[E]

Parentsexchange

Of course, evenin an Interneg world there'sroomfor some old-fashioned creativity when
looking for agoodbabystter, as paent Lisa Linkecan attest to when shetalks aboutthe
Morton-Grove Skokie Sitters Exchange

Linkefindswha shewantsin an old-fashioned, but non-traditiond, time-share program,
the Morton Grove-Skokie Sitters Exchange



Theveneable parents nework -- at 70 years of age some members remember their own
mothers usng the service -- is acoopeative tha allows parents to trade babystting
hours. There'saminima annud charge of $10, plus a smaller joining fee.

Parents log time sitting for each othe's children. In return they can get free time off
themselves, while other members take care of ther children. Each membe servesasa
bookkesping scheduler for onemonth, contacting members every week to learn thar
baby-sitting needs and avail ability, then matching sitters with those who need them.

Thelnternet age has also prompted the growth of the exchangeconacept, as witnessed by
the emergence of sites such as as www.babystterexchangecom, which hdp parents start
thar own exchanges and hdp groupsmaintain ther opeations

"I think oneof themog important reasonsl| joined the exchangeis theresponsbility
aspect,” Linkesaid. "There are alot of kidswho can come over and watch my kids but
should something arise, would they be able to handle it? When it'samom, | know she
feels tha responsbility thesame way | do.

"I want someonewho'sgoing to beinvolved and engaged with my kids" Morton Grove
paent LisaLinkesaid. "Someonewho'sgoingto play games with them, not someone
who'sgoing to comein and watch TV andtalk onthecell phonewith thar friends”

Over theyears, exchangemembership has waxed and waned and Linketheorizes tha
years when membership islow are thoe in which area families have ther own private
suppot networks, "probably situaionswhere they have family membersto sit for them.”

Linke said shedoesn't know of any similar services nearby, buttouts the exchangefor
more than its baby-sitting mission: "We've al become great friends We sodalize, we've
goneto movies togeher, andtha's an extra."



