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Baby-sitters: You can find them on Web 
 

 
Pop quiz: What single phrase makes the blood of a 
movie, Ravinia, or Cubs-bound parent run cold? 
 
"The sitter canceled." 
 
Alternate answer? 
 
"I can't find a sitter." 
 
Jokes aside, the tribulations of finding a baby-
sitter are very real for north suburban parents. 
 
For one thing, the days of phoning your 
neighbor's 10th grader a day before your social 
engagement, paying her (or him) $10 a night, plus 
soda and chips, are long gone. In the north 
suburbs, hourly baby-sitting rates generally range 
between $10 and $20. 
 
For another, modern parents want more from 
sitters; considerably more than getting the little 
ones into their pajamas, checking them 
periodically during breaks in "Lost" and keeping 
the emergency phone number handy. 
 
And says Debbie Meyer, a family and consumer 
science teacher at Skokie's Niles North High 
School, teenagers who baby-sat regularly in grade 
school and now have drivers licenses want more 
regular jobs. 

 
Still, it's possible to find quality sitters in the north suburban areas, say parents who have 
used word of mouth, creative cooperatives and the Internet -- the power tool of the 21st 
century -- to do so. 
 

Max Beer m an, 4, and Nate , 2, laugh 
and p lay w i t h t heir  babysi tte r , 
Vanessa Fox , cente r  and t heir  m om , 
Angie Beerm an in  Deer f ield . 
(Dan Lueder t/ Sta f f  Photo grapher ) 

Angie Beerm an get s som e w or k  
done w hi le Vanessa Fox babysi t s 
Beerm an's sons, Max, 4, and Nate , 
2, and t heir  f r iend Sam  Colw yn, 3, 
in Deer f ield . 
(Dan Lueder t/ Sta f f  Photo grapher ) 
 



Security is one issue in today's world. If parents can't turn to their own parents or other 
relatives for sitter relief, if they don't have friends whose own sitters are available, they 
are often wary of accepting someone through other channels. 
 
"Trust is my main concern," Deerfield mom Angie Beerman said. "Any time you get a 
baby-sitter who's not referred by your friends or family, you worry." For Beerman, the 
answer was Sittercity.com, an online sitter databank and service provider. 
 
 
Online services 
 
Genevieve Thiers, founder of Boston-born and Chicago-headquartered Sittercity.com, 
one of the largest and oldest Internet-based sitter services, says mobility is one reason 
parents will turn to a service like hers: "America's families have become increasingly 
transient. When they get to a new city (parents) often don't know where to turn. That's 
when they come to us." 
 
Sittercity was founded in 2001 by Thiers, who joked recently that as the oldest of seven 
siblings, "I'm a baby-sitter because it's in my blood." 
 
The idea behind Sittercity.com É  is simple. Clients pay an annual fee for access to a data 
bank of care givers in their area. 
 
For instance, Sittercity charges between $8 and $10 monthly depending on whether 
clients start with a $40 first-month payment, or choose a one-time annual charge of $96.  
 
ÉC are-givers pay nothing to list in the data bank, and the service charges don't include 
what parents pay the sitters they find. 
 
At Sittercity parents and sitters create online profiles; parents can get references from 
sitter profiles and follow a four-step screening process to find the person they eventually 
hire. Both sitters and parents can get background checks, read and post reviews, among 
other possibilities. 
 
[É]  
 
 
Parents exchange 
 
Of course, even in an Internet world there's room for some old-fashioned creativity when 
looking for a good babysitter, as parent Lisa Linke can attest to when she talks about the 
Morton-Grove-Skokie Sitters' Exchange. 
 
Linke finds what she wants in an old-fashioned, but non-traditional, time-share program, 
the Morton Grove-Skokie Sitters' Exchange. 
 



The venerable parents' network -- at 70 years of age some members remember their own 
mothers using the service -- is a cooperative that allows parents to trade babysitting 
hours. There's a minimal annual charge of $10, plus a smaller joining fee. 
 
Parents log time sitting for each others' children. In return they can get free time off 
themselves, while other members take care of their children. Each member serves as a 
bookkeeping scheduler for one month, contacting members every week to learn their 
baby-sitting needs and availability, then matching sitters with those who need them. 
 
The Internet age has also prompted the growth of the exchange concept, as witnessed by 
the emergence of sites such as as www.babysitterexchange.com, which help parents start 
their own exchanges and help groups maintain their operations. 
 
"I think one of the most important reasons I joined the exchange is the responsibility 
aspect," Linke said. "There are a lot of kids who can come over and watch my kids, but 
should something arise, would they be able to handle it? When it's a mom, I know she 
feels that responsibility the same way I do. 
 
"I want someone who's going to be involved and engaged with my kids," Morton Grove 
parent Lisa Linke said. "Someone who's going to play games with them, not someone 
who's going to come in and watch TV and talk on the cell phone with their friends." 
 
Over the years, exchange membership has waxed and waned and Linke theorizes that 
years when membership is low are those in which area families have their own private 
support networks, "probably situations where they have family members to sit for them." 
 
Linke said she doesn't know of any similar services nearby, but touts the exchange for 
more than its baby-sitting mission: "We've all become great friends. We socialize, we've 
gone to movies together, and that's an extra." 


